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head of the advanced course
Reproductive Toxicology, DGK/IKW

The DGK (German Society for Scientific and Applied Cosmetics) and the IKW (Industrial Association for Personal Care and De-
tergents) have been offering further training courses for safety assessors in collaboration with university experts since 1998.
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Dr. Werner Schuh, you are the head of the course on Repro-
ductive Toxicology. Since when have you been leading this
course?

Reproductive toxicology, as a specific subfield, was added a
few years after the initial start of the training program for safety
assessors, which originally included five courses. After devel-
oping the concept, including the training content, and coordi-
nating with the two sponsoring organizations, | also took on
the role of course leader from the beginning. The first course
on Reproductive Toxicology took place in 1998.

What are the essential learning contents of the course?

On the first day of the course knowledge about relevant fun-
damentals from biology (anatomy of reproductive organs, hor-
monal control of reproduction, developmental biology from
germ cell to birth) and reproductive toxicology (experimental
methods on test animals and alternative testing procedures)
are covered. On the second day practical examples for the ap-
plication of basic knowledge with a focus on evaluation and
interpretation of test results are provided. Due to the intensive
regulatory discussions on so-called “endocrine disruptors” fol-
lowed by subsequent legal regulations, this topic has also been
included in the course.

Why is this knowledge important for safety assessors?

The general requirements of the EU Cosmetics Regulation for
the safety of marketed products of course also include the
protection of reproductive ability and the unborn child in the
womb. These aspects can only be adequately investigated us-
ing the specialized methods of reproductive toxicology. Espe-
cially for the protection of women of childbearing age clarify-
ing potential teratogenic effects of ingredients is of particular
importance.

Do you have a special experience from your course that you
would like to share?

Reproductive toxicology is undoubtedly a very specific subfield
of toxicology with a large number of testing methods and very
complex test systems, such as the interconnected organisms of
mother and embryo/fetus. It is always very gratifying for me to
see the high level of commitment that the majority of course par-
ticipants bring to the subject, even though they do not deal with
this topic on a daily basis in their professional lives. This demon-
strates a high level of responsibility.

https://safetyassessor.info/training-courses/
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